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A Winter Hike - Grades 2- 6 (January- March)

Program length : 60 minutes Cost:  $55
Students will explore the woods and fields to look for signs of animals and observe the
evergreens. What does scat tell us about the diet of an animal? What are the best tracking
conditions?

Signs of Animals Hike — Grades 4 - 6 (April - Octob  er)
Program length : 90 minutes Cost: $85

Students will explore the woods to look for signs of animals.

Mammals featured will be deer, coyote, and red squirrel. Possible

birds observed will be bluebirds, turkey vultures, red tailed hawk, red

bellied woodpecker. Depending on the time of year, students may

visit a vernal pool to observe wood frogs or their eggs; Spring

. peepers may be heard or tadpoles observed. The

interconnectedness of all life will be discussed.

These programs address Rhode Island Science Expecta  tions: LS2. LS2 (K-4), SAE — 6, LS2 (5-8) SAE - 6.

Explore the Pond Habitat - Pre-K to Grade 4 (April - September)
Program length : 60 minutes Cost:  $55

Students will learn about those organisms that inhabit a pond, how
they are interrelated and the characteristics that allow them to
survive in a pond. Life cycle of the dragonfly, mayfly and frog will
be emphasized.

Signs of Spring - Pre-K to Grade 3 (April to May)
Program length : 60 minutes Cost: $55

Students will look for signs of spring as they hike through fields and woods observing
wildflowers, buds and flowers of the trees and a variety of birds. Either a brief stop at the pond

or a vernal pool to listen or look for frogs will be included.
These programs address Rhode Island Science Expecta  tions: LS1. LS1 (K-4), POC —3




Discovering Vernal Pools (Grades 3-8) (March — May)
Program length:  class presentation 45 minutes AT YOUR SCHOOL field trip to a vernal

pool at New Dawn Center 100 minutes; Pre and Post Trip Info provided. Cost: $130

Or only the 90 minute field trip which includes a hike through the woods : $75
Through activities in the classroom, students will learn about vernal pools, fairy shrimp, wood
frog and other species. What is the quacking noise in the woods in the spring? What species
need vernal pools for survival? During the field trip, students will have an opportunity to visit a
vernal pool, observe a variety of species, discuss their interconnectedness and how human

activities impact them.
These programs address Rhode Island Science Expecta __tions: LS1 (5-6), LS1 (5-8), INQ+ SAE- 1
POC — 3, LS2 (K-4) SAE -5, LS2 (3-4) -5

Wonders of Minerals and Rocks (Grades 1 -6)
Program length : 60 minutes Cost:  $55
Is it Cumberlandite, granite, limestone, gneiss or schist? Students
will be guided to discover the differences and similarities among
these rocks and several others. They will observe a rock that
floats, one that is magnetic, one that is smooth, one that is rough. A variety of minerals which
include: sulfur, graphite, copper, dense galena, quartz, calcite and fluorite crystals will be part of

the program. Program is adapted to age level and curriculum.
This collection of over 40 rocks and minerals could be adapted to the specific grade level to meet the
following Rhode Island Science Expectations:ESS1 ( k-4) INO — 1, ESS1 (k-2)-1, ESS1 (3-4)-1

The Earth’s History Through Rocks (Grade 4 and up)

Program length : 60 minutes Cost:  $55
Students will examine rocks of different ages some of which include fossils and place them on a
continuum from Pre-Cambrian to Pleistocene. Students will discuss where these rocks were
found and how they might have formed. This discussion will lead to instruction of plate
movements and the rock cycle. This hands-on activity is part of a class unit and is not meant to

be a stand alone presentation.
This program could be adapted to the specific grade level to meet the following Rhode Island Science
Expectations:ESS1 (5-8) INO + POC — 1, ESS1 (5-8) | NO + POC — 5.

Planet Earth within the 14 billion Year Story (Gra des 2 — 6)
Program length: 75 minutes  Cost: $65
Students will understand the place of earth within the
universe story and the time scale during which events in the
universe occurred. Students build a “human earth” to
describe its layers: crust, mantle and core. They use their
arms to learn about the geological time scale of earth and
various events during earth’s 4.5 billion year history. During a
reflective and interactive story, they become aware of how
life evolved within the universe and earth. Program is
adapted to grade level. Duration: 75 minutes, $70

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SET UP A PROGRAM FOR YOUR CLASS,
CALL 401- 333-1341 OR EMAIL mercyne.org



